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Ricordi di spazio espaces de passage



During my stay in Milan, I started a research about the notion of home that is part of my greatest research 
on geography in which I work on our relationship with the space that surrounds us.

What do we call home? How a space can become a chez soi? Is the space of a city that we inhabit for a 
long time can also be consider as our home? What memories of a place do we have if we had lived there 
or if we are only passing by? How the time and the experience of a place can affect our memory?

To reflect on those questions, I asked 14 Italian artists that I met in Milan to participate in my research. I 
chose them because I felt that they had a sensitivity for this subject and they were all already working on 
the notion of the space, on the city or on memory.

I asked them to choose a place in the city that has a particular signification for them and to send me the 
address. It could be anything, as long as I can have access to it.

Then, I asked them to describe that place by memory with a text and a sketch. 

Without looking at their sketch or reading their text, I went to the place and wrote a description of my own.

We then combined their affective memory of that place to my more recent experience of it and created 
those Ricordi di spazio espaces de passage.

This is the active part of my research, not the finality of my project. It is a starting point to deploy a 
reflection on the questions, the notions and the subjects that emerged from our experiences of a same 
space. I annotated and underlined the texts to activate those dialogues. The texts will be revised to make a 
publication. All the matter produced will be useful for the continuation of my research.

They speak Italian, I speak French, English is where we can meet.

Catherine Barnabé
April 2022































Paola Gaggiotti, Porta Venezia, drawing on paper, 15 x 21 cm, 2022.

Ludovico Orombelli, Fate I Capricci, pencil on paper, 52 x 38 cm, 2022.

Sonia Arienta, Via Brisa, Graphite, pencil, coloured pencils, gouache on 
paper of different measures, 47.3 x 67.3 cm, 2022.

Vera Pravda, pencil on paper, 18 x 26 cm., 2022.

Silvia Mantellini Faieta, Nobody is around, digital post-produced frame 
video, 45 x 25 cm, 2022.

Vincenzo Zancana, pencil on paper, 2022.

Raffaele Morabito, Pink Feathers, inkjet print, 21.7 x 29 cm, 2022. 

Rebecca Agnes, the nutria bridge, drawing on paper A4, 2022.

Carlo Galli, 2022.

Eleonora Roaro, MM Lampugnano, pencil, 21 x 29.7 cm, 2022.

Lucia Cristiani, Tondino, indian ink on paper, 20 x 10 cm, 2022.

Francesco Pacelli, Notturno, digital print on Hahnemuhle paper, 25 x 20 
cm, 2022

Francesca Migone, pencil on paper, 14 x 21 cm, 2022.

Lorenzo Montinaro, MAMMA, ink on paper, 2022.

Catherine Barnabé thanks the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec for its 
financial support and acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the Arts.


