


EPISODE I               dur. 11’ 4”

“Indeed, we were able to truly immortalize 
thought-in-structure. (…) A couple of billions of 
neurons telling a story in a cacophony of 
information: that is what happened (…). And 
that we were able to take a snapshot of, just 
before he died.”

In this episode, the neuroanatomist invents 
his first meetings with RK and improvises 
thoughts on the fictional character’s ritual 
suicide. 

RK was convinced that proper documenta-
tion of his superior autobiographical 
memory required that he die in the scanner 
while researchers recorded his neuronal 
activity. 

By the middle of the twenty-first century, an 
amendment had been passed to include 
death amongst the “individual interests” --
 life, liberty and property -- protected by the 
United States Constitution. As a result, 
though the neuroanatomist disagreed with 
the scientific validity of RK’s theory, as RK’s 
legal “conservator,” he was required to 
respect the constiutional right to performati-
ve death. 

During a “finger-tapping stimulus” in which 
RK tapped his index finger at the speed of 
his thoughts, he “passed away.” He did not 
follow any imposed paradigm during final 
observations, but died “doing what he did 
best: thinking about his past and bringing up 
(…) information.”

A laboratory microtome, slicing a plastic 
brain for demonstration purposes, can be 
heard in the background of all four episodes. 

EPISODE IV              dur. 5’ 39”

“Compared to HM, his demeanor and personali-
ty were very different. He was not cocky but he 
was certainly more assertive than HM. (…) The 
emotional component of his memories were not 
done instinctively (…) but he put emotions in as a 
layer, consciously built, to help cataloguing.”

The post-contemporary mnemonic RK had 
an assertive demeanor that was markedly 
different from the subdued personality of 
modern era amnesiac HM, the brain 
observatory’s first donor.  According to the 
neuroanatomist, effort in cataloguing prevai-
led over normal emotional functioning in the 
brain of RK.  RK deliberately applied an 
emotional layer to memories as a device to 
facilitate recall no different from the use of 
spatial or time coordinates. High scores in 
complex emotional tasks were not an indica-
tor of acute sensibility but instead reflected 
the kind of analysis a computer would achie-
ve if asked to analyze emotional situations 
based on sound or color.

In this episode, the neuroanatomist imagines 
that RKs neuropsychological and motor tests 
would have produced different results than 
expected.  The fact that cell bodies in RK’s 
brain were bigger, that the diameter of his 
axons were smaller and that dendritic arbori-
zation proliferated, would seem to indicate 
that his neurons had been recruited for 
memory storage. Cortical connections were, 
therefore, much enhanced while reaction 
time and motor speed were significantly 
decreased. 

EPISODE III              dur. 2’ 21”

“The human brain is very efficient at rebuilding 
information, it is very plastic; but the physical 
amount of information that can be stored in a 
human brain is not a lot.”

The neuroanatomist introduces his theory 
that RK had an “army of grandmother cells” 
managing operations in his brain.  The 
“grandmother cell” or “gnostic unit” is a 
hypothetical neuron that some neuroscien-
tists think responds only to highly complex, 
specific and meaningful stimuli. An alterna-
tive view asserts that the same complex 
stimuli are not localized but instead repre-
sented by firing patterns across ensembles of 
neurons.

Most brains at that time held no more 
information “than the cheapest thumb 
drive.” RK’s brain, on the other hand, could 
store billions of memories. 

He appeared to be impervious to the cues 
that people usually needed to prompt a 
memory for recall.  He did not need external 
cues to trigger evocation: information flow 
was always steady as long as it related in 
some way to RK’s life narrative.

EPISODE II            dur. 10’ 51”

“RK was egocentric but not in a narcissistic way. 
(…)  He was egocentric because that was the way 
that his consciousness worked.  The center of 
gravity was his experience.  Every little experien-
ce became the center of gravity for every thought 
process that he had.” 

When first contacted by RK, the neuroanato-
mist had just completed training in psychoa-
nalysis, the “talking cure.” RK, on the other 
hand, was on anti-depressants, even though 
what he suffered from was not depression 
but the anxiety of hyper-awareness.

In this episode, the neuroanatomist introdu-
ces the comparison between the brain of 
famous modern amnesiac HM (Henry Molai-
son) and that of the post-contemporary 
mnemonic RK (whose full name is protected 
for fictional purposes).  He recounts the 
humble origins of the brain observatory 
project, the awkwardness of the “pageant of 
the brains” that followed the immortalization 
of HM and the excitement of first contact 
with RK via electronic mail. 

While “normal” people actively collected 
information from different parts of the brain, 
“RK had all of these pieces put together 
already, (…) against every theory of organiza-
tion in the cerebral cortex.” Particularly large 
cells in the fusiform gyrus – where color, 
faces and other information is stored and 
perceived – caused researchers at the brain 
observatory to believe that RK had somehow 
specialized his cells to be “little powerhou-
ses” for each particular event.  They had 
never seen anything like it before, nor would 
they ever again, after.
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